, t l William Townsend, died in 
ill d Ann Maria (Benson) 
i«**nd. died in 1S66. were the 
10 (> the subject of this sketch, 
>U i t„v wife’s parents, Joel and Frances 
? .Xditws) Bryan, died, the former 
H IS6S and the latter in 1875. 

’ h*nus Townsend has been a minister 
( f v Gospel since 1859, joining first 
Philadelphia Methodist Episcopal 


Methodist 6 EpSco 1 ^ 7 ^ 6 joined the 

Baltimore Conference"^ ( ^ u ? h » 

;r h intcd . ,o ’ u «tf 3 c> u T 

Hillsboro. 1 'Ws U addre^' d is is A Uv “8 at 
Pocahontas county, W es , Vir^nfa mV ’ 





filling the office of commissioner of 
jhc county court. His post office 
address is Academy, Pocahontas 
countv. West Virginia. 


RICHARD WASHINGTON 
HILL-son of Joel and Rebecca 
(Livesav) Hill, natives of Pocahontas 
county, is a grandson of one of the 
earliest settlers in this county. His 
grandfather came from North Carolina, 
and settled on the creek named in his 
honor. “Hills creek,” during the 
troubled days when the white men and 
the Indians were disputing for the soil, 
and he himself had several narrow 
escapes from the tomahawk. Richard 
W. Hill was born on Little Levels, this 
county, June 5, 1847, and he is now a 
prosperous farmer and stock-raiser, 
residing one mile northwest of 
Hillsboro, having 460 acres of 
productive land. G. A. Hill, his brother, 
was in the Confederate army under 
Gen. Pncc. and was killed in Carroll 
county. Missouri, in 1863. bv 
bushwhackers. In Richland*. 
Greenbrier county, December 18. 
1872, Richard W. Hill and Sarah 
Margaret Watts were united in 
ituinage, and their children were Im 
Frank Raymond, born October 20. 
1873; Joel F. C.. January 28. 1876. 
Glcna R. L„* December 28. 1878. 
Harry, January 3. 1882. died in 
infancy; Anthony B. F.. Jul> 30. 1883. 
Tlw parents of Mrs. Hill were James 
Franklin Watts, bom on Big Levels, 
Greenbrier county, (now) West 
Virginia in 1824. and died in same 
county, December 17, 1881, and 
Rachel (Bungcr) W'atts, born in 
Greenbrier county in January , 1830. 

died in the same county m March, 
ir-— Academy, Pocahontas countv. 
west \ irginia, is Richard W. Hill s post 
office address. 


JAMES A. LaRUE. M. D.-is a son 
. URutf - »•*» was bom 

Kockbndge county. West Virginia. 
"1816, md Juha S. t.AJcxamler) 
born m Augusta county. 

* 1818. lin parents arc 

• Greenbrier county.West 
*“d he was bom in that 

J *“*»»« 27. |*50. He had one 
— ’ 1 H LaRuc. who was captain 
l. 60th Virginia Infantry, 
wmce. now a lawyer of 
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Puluk! c®nnn . Virdma The L.B— 

n° came to America in the I7»h 
scaUcrrd T 6 WhOX descendants an.- 
iVm ™ Su "'- M>* of 

»cko«ed TV 

Alexanders came from Ireland to 
America, although, as theirs™ 
t£ WX ' ll ? Cy Scottish raS*. 

They settled m Pennsylvania in 1740 
and part of the fam.lv afterward 
moved to Virginia Several of the name 
and blood are well known m the 
history of the Pmbvtenan Church 
among them Rev. Archibald Alexander 
of Princeton Scmmary, New Jersey; 
Rev. H. C. Alexander, now professor in 
the Union Theological Seminars of 
Virginia. James A. La Rue and Lillian 
E. Livesay were married near 
Frankford, Greenbrier county. West 
Virginia. June 20. 1883. Mrv LaRuc is 
a daughter of John and Margaret 
(Bright) Livesay, residents of 
Grecnbner county The subject of this 
sketch was graduated from Hie College 
of Physicians and Surgeons at 
Baltimore. Mary land, in 1876. and in 
1878 established himaelf in Oh* 
practice of his profession al Academy. 
Pocahontas county. West Virginia. 


HON. WILLIAM LAMB 
McNELL-born near Hillsboro, 

Pocahontas county, July 13, 1825, is a 

son of Abraham and Magdatinc (Kelly) 
McNeel, now deceased, and a grandson 
of John McNeel, who came to this 
county from Capon, (now) West 
Virginia, about 1770, and reared his 
primitive log cabin on land now owned 
among his descendants. He also built 
the first hewed log house in the 
county", and it is now owned by J M. 
McNeeL In Greenbrier county , < then j 
Virginia. October 25, 1853. William 
L. McNeel married Margaret Jane 
Beard, daughter of Joseph and Martha 
Beard. She was bom October 25. 1833, 
and died September 12. 1871; Martha 
Magdalinc. born April 7. 1856. mamed 
George Callison. and they live in Little 
Levels, this countv; Nannie Eliza, bom 
October 13. 1857, lives al home. 
William Lloyd. March 9. 1859, bves in 
Whitman county. Wyoming Territory. 
John Abraham. November II. I860; 
Joseph Samuel. November -6. 188-.. 
Mary Irene. January 9. 1865 • «*** 
three al home. Robert Lee. December 



II |866. died May 8. l867;Mwjp«t 
plulino March 31. 1868. Henry 
Washington. IVeembw 18. >870 '[ho» 
two ai home. Maggie Wa lace. 
September '('■ 1873. lives with her 
jciandpairni* At Staunton. Augusta 
^unt>. \ irgima. November 4. 1880. 
Willtam l McNeel mwried Mary t.. 
daughter ot Samuel M. and Mary l- 
W.‘v'.l«ard IXmng the last ,hrc * y* a ^ 
ot tI k' war between the States William 
l McNeel served in the confederate 
aims as captain of Company I-. 19th 
Virginia Cavalry. From 1872-6 Ik- was 
sheriff of Pocahontas county, was 
elected to the legislature, and is now a 
member of the West Virginia Senate, 
elected for the term of four years in 
1 880. He owns large tracts of fine land 
in Pocahontas county, and is one of 
the most successful stock-raisers in the 
countv. His post office address is 
Academy. Pocahontas county. West 
Virginia. 


FRANKLIN ANDREW RENICK-is 
a son of William and Rebecca 
i Renick) Renick, of Greenbrier 
county, and was bom on his father’s 
homestead in that county, near Falling 
Springs. October 6, 1828. Joseph and 
Mary (Hanna) Handley, of Falling 
Springs. Greenbrier county, were the 
parents of his wife, and she was born 
am her father's farm February 25, 
1839 There their marriage was 
consummated on the 20th of May. 
1W' and the record of their children 
* Robert Strother, born Christmas 
Ur>. Ik5%. Thomas Jackson, July 6, 
lh62 Mao Alice. November 30, 18 
VA Jxrph William. May 25. 1867; 
Uo 1 Urn. October 4. 1869; Jcvsie 
MaruKt. Jub 10. 1872; and Eddie, 
***** ••* baby boy these three 
«<aaa«4. Robert is making hit home at 
Cs mo m . Idaho, and thr oilier 
(token a* «t Uuk UwH. lh(% 

r " 14 tH iu *> *•«. 
••• obtiprd to 
wrvstc or vnd a 
?V^f*'‘_*** U * J 4 tha Ust allcriiatise 
^ ltm * April. 1164. thr 
b—Wf H,«»kil hi 

__ TT** b y ki Ik *hh< and 

***** bn ii. .k»TuJ 

. »l« • m iak« HbUMI 

******* IM * •*•* I* 
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Camp C’huse. Ohio, until March 
1865, when he took tin: oath # 
allegiance and was released nc -i? 
dead with starvation and dise- 
incident upon his conrinemeni with f 4,C 
I In* projx-r comforts of life. He 
great deal of tlie inside cornintkJ! 
which was then disgracing the FcdeS 
government, of medicines and foodfo 
prisoners that was never allowed / 
reach its destination, of prisoners 
escaping or having their exchange 
hurried through bribing Federal 
officers, and his opinion, with that of 
all the helpless among the prisoners 
was that the government thought that 
the cheapest way of disposing of them 
was by killing them off. When Ik* took 
the oath of allegiance, a Federal officer 
congratulated him upon his return to 
the rights and privileges of the United 
States citizen; but it was some years 
before the so-called “loyal” citizens of 
Ills native State permitted him to 
exercise the right of franchise. He was 
in constant marching and skirmishing 
during his participation in the war, and 
one heavy stampede, that at 
Moore fie Id, when with the poor 
fellows who formed the rank and file 
of the line, he fought and took his 
chance on death, wliilc the general of 
the brigade and his staff were 
roystcring two miles away. He is now a 
farmer and stock-raiser of Levelton 
district. Mr. Renick owns a fine farm 
of 1,000 acres, lying at the foot of 
Droop Mountain. His farm was a pail 
of the battleground on which the 
famous Droop Mountain fight 
occurred, and his house was used for a 
hospital by the Federal soldiers. His 
post office address is Academy. 
Pocahontas county. West Virginia. 


REV S Y L V ANU$ 
I OWN SI ND was born and , 

Maryland, his birth occurring in 
county. March 5. 1837. and N* 
marriage solemnised m tYcil COUl 7- 
M I 1 Anna I HiWi • 

Cecil county, Mary land. Ma> -t). **•** 
IwsartH- his wile, and then ‘hddrt** ^ 

t • «* J | lit MU' il lli'lll. I* 1 '" »h«* .w 

infamy 1 illian. horn April 9, J . 
William C»uy. JiaptrmNi *'■ ^ 

I anntr, Vplcmlvt 16. • ** 1 
Vugima. Vpis-mtvi 22 , >* _* | ijir . 
foul «l kiHw. ami M. f y 
lifyau Marvin, and 1 dub * 



longer living. I» Highland county, 
Virginia, in IS66. Dr. Pruyn Patterson 
W as united in marriage with Lizzie H. 
Campbell, born in Highland county in 
1842. Benjamin B. and Margaret 
(Slavcn) Campbell, the latter now 
deceased, were l*r parents. The 
children of Dr. and Mrs. Patterson are 
one son and two daughters. Harry 
Pruyn. born May 25, 1867; Margie 
Campbell, February 25, 1869; Annie 
M., July 25, 1874 all still at home. Dr. 
Patterson lias his residence in 
Huntersville, and his practice in that 
and adjoining districts. 

NO. 4 DISTRICT 


CHARLES WOODS BEARD was 
born on Locust creek, Pocahontas 
county, September 6, 1827, a son of 
Josiah and Rachel C (Poage) Beard, 
and he married, at Mill Point, this 
county. August 5, 1858, Elizabeth 
Jeannette Perkins, born on 
Anthonys creek, Greenbrier county, 
July 14, 1834. Salathicl and Mary M. 
(Coulter) Perkins were her parents. Her 
father is now deceased, as arc the 
parents of Mr. Beard. His mother died 
in 1873, and his father in 1878. The 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Beard, all at 
home, were born: Fannie Cameron, 
October 15, 1859; Mary Margaret 
December 7, 1861; Lucy Early, May 
31, 1864; Rachel Rebecca, March 6, 
1867; Nannie Woods, March 5, 1869. 
Charles W. Beard served in the 
Confederate army in the war between 
the States. He volunteered in 1861 
joining the 19th Virginia Cavalry, and 
was wounded in the shoulder at 
Bunker Hill, near Winchester. He 
continued in the service until the 
iII'aJ?'? disbanded. Josiah 

Ikjid. his father, was elected first clerk 
7 P«*hontas county ui 1821, and 
discharged the duties of that office 
wm. iriirHiity and iiidgnicnl. Ik- w «. 
k ? nc . Nr»l elders m the 
church at I ailing Springs, was never 

i' ,C Jn ,f 1 ,tOXltant - Md all 
?! knew him wid. ”||e is u | ruc 

Charlea W Beard 
" wn \ • l*n n ol 200 amis one mile 
.. ki-m- a. w 

Sz .... 

county, Won 


CYRUS P. BRYAN, M. I) k,, 
Alleghany county. Virginia 
1829, wus a son of Dr. Hurt, £ 
Nancy M. (Sawyers) Brvan Kn.i Jnd 
deceased. In Campbcli co i no<v 
Virginia, July 15. 1856. he w*,IY y - 
Mary W. Scott, and Robert l ‘Jfd 
only child, was born Novemhi-'r s. ir 
I860. Ik I, now a physician a„n ’ 
resident of Goshen. Rockk,a J 
counly, Virginia. Ik , s a gradual?!! 
the JelTerson Medical College t la.« 
1882. The wife of Dr. Bryan wait 
m Campbell counts, a daughtit} 
Thomas P. and Margaret P. (Buikoi 
Scott. Cyrus P. Bryan graduated i ,1 
the JcfTerson Medical College, class rf 
1855, and has been a successful 
practitioner ever since. During the war 
lie served as a soldier ol the Bath 
county (Virginia) Cavalry, Confederate 
service, and he acted as surgeon of the 
military post at Warm Springs in the 
fall and winter of 1862. He served in 
the Virginia legislature from July | 
1863, to April 5, 1865, and in 1873 
established himself in Hillsboro, where 
he is one of the leading physicians, and 
is president of the local board of 
health. His post office address is 
Academy, Pocahontas county, West 
Virginia. 


SHERMAN HARPER 
CLARK-farmcr and stock-raiser of 
No. 4 (Leveiton) district, owns some 
very valuable land, with coal deposits, 
on the headwaters of Spring creek, and 
in different tracts owns 3,318 acres, all 
very valuable property. On these lunds 
he is grazing stock, in raising and 
handling which he is very successful. 
His father, Sheldon Clark, came lo 
Pocahontas county in 1821, and 
settled on land where the subject ol 
this sketch is now living, in the year 
1827. Sheldon Clark married Mar> 
Lightncr, born in this county, and then 
son, Sherman Harper, wus bom August 
23, 1829. Ilis parents are now both 
deceased. Joel and Rebecca (Livesay) 
Hill are the parents of Mary Frances, 
wile of Mr. Clark. She was horn ui 
IWnhoutas county, neur Hillsboro, May 
31, 18.15, and became the wile o> 
Slwrniun ll Clark on the 6th **• 
December. 1853. Emma Caroline, then 
daughter, was born June 10. H*6- v 
Slwrniun II ( lark was counly *ui*v)0» 
"uni IH5I to 1870, and u now aN> 



i Mirv (Wiley) Bird, and her 

11 ,Sr died ’«» ,85L Ein,na A - 15010 
m *’ 11 , 7 1874 . and Charles A., born 

tVU \. 15 1880. are the children of 
?! jnd"’Mrs. McGlaughin. For a 
' lr ... 0 f years. Mr. McGlaughin has 
^constable and clerk of the board 
Of (he poor His post 
is Huntersville. 


jSontaToounty, West Virginia. 

ANDREW WASHINGTON MOORE 
descended from the 
Pioneer Moses Moore, elsewhere 
inenuoned in this work, one of the 
most hardy pioneers of the county and 
sustaining an enviable reputation as a 
woodsman. The Moore family are 
Virginians, and have been since its 
organization prominent in the affairs 
of Pocahontas county. Andrew W. has 
been overseer of the poor, president of 
the school board, and has held a 
number of county and district offices. 
He was a son of Isaac and Margaret 
(Wilson) Moore, now both deceased, 
and was born on the farm where he 
now resides. He is now engaged in its 
cultivation and in cattle raising. August 
18,1817, was the date of his birth, and 
he was first married February 17, 
1842, to Anna, daughter of Henry and 
Elizabeth (Lightner) Harper, now 
deceased. She was born in Pocahontas 
county, April 29, 1821, and the 
children of her marriage were bom: 
Sarah F., June 2, 1844, lives at Little 
Levels, this county; Mary E„ March 31, 

i io!io VC * on ^ ” ver; H eru y H.. July 
_ 1848, lives at Duninure, this county; 
Jkrtha E., October 23, 1851, lives on 
Denver Zanc W., February 19, 1858, 
n " M “ SOuri; Anna J., September 
icL "*; bves a* home. Margaret J. 

h 0 ™ Ju »y 22, 1833, 
of Andn; w W. Moore, 
Samuel d 1 » ‘ and children arc 

bom August 1, 1865; 
,5 ‘ ,868; John A -’ 

,t7 *^2r ll 872 * ,Saac P ’ Ju,y 25 * 
Vht^j p may be addressed at 

V*D#u county. West 

J- l 'w L . A WOPEIl ■ Vt.gin.an 
*** been a resident of 
**•» «inw hr was thirty 

for the past eight 

mi fuu^l S g yw ttwf •» 


address 


He i 
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Virginia".].;., 5 jgjf"* 1 * county. 
Turner Stole. uho'Ld 

Causef Ttald h t£ 
of carnain -.na * ” . lhc ‘■'ontmisston 

unt .1 July'19. IK “ 

once ui the face, twice in the breast 

thiih 'Ef teft ,cg - breaking the 

tlugh bone off in two places. One ball 
aM Irem ants in the leg. Of the two that 
entered the breast, one was cut out 
near the spine, and the other came out 
under the right arm. The wounds 
healed on the surface, and an inward 
abscess formed, which confined him to 
his couch for twelve months, subjected 
him to five operation, and gave him 
great trouble. Thus his further service 
was lost to the Confederacy. He is now 
entirely recovered in health, and in his 
political and social relations is one of 
the most popular men in Huntersville, 
which is his residence and post office 
address. 


COL. RUDOLPH S. TURK- 
attorney-at-law, practices in 
Pocahontas, Randolph, and Greenbrier 
counties, and in the Supreme Court of 
Appeals. He took up his residence in 
Pocahontas county in 1875, and in 
1877 was elected prosecuting attorney, 
serving for four years. His birth was in 
Augusta county, Virginia, in 1848, 
Rudolph and Annie E. (Robertson) 
Turk his parents. His mother died in 
1855. At Lewisburg, county scat of 
Greenbrier county, West Virginia, in 
December. 1879, Rudolph S. Turk 
married Willie C. Cary. She was born in 
Greenbrier county in 1856, a daughter 
of William Cary, who died in 1858, and 
Ophelia (Mathews) Cary, who died in 
1869. The post office address of CoL 
Turk is Huntersville. Poeahonlas 
county. West Virginia. 

S. PRUYN PATTERSON. M. D.-fa 
a Virginian, born in Staunton, 
county wat of Augusta, a son of James 
I and Maria II. Patterson, who axe no 



aiffcring families in his 
•^hhorhood. He had charge of some 
netf 1 families. Union and Confederate 
thir*> W' would have suffered 

table hardships but for his 
unS £ hon He receives his mail at 
j^^cahont* county. West 

Virginia. 


NO. 3 DISTRICT 


AMOS BAR LOW-born in 
Pocahontas county, January 11, 1831, 
was a son of natives of this county. 
John and Martha (Waddell) Barlow. His 
father was bom November 26, 1781, 
and died January 23, 1866; his mother 
was bom January 12, 1790, and died 
October 7, 1872. The first wife of 
Amos Barlow was Mary Ann Moore, 
and their children were two: July F., 
bom February 12, 1852, died 

September 5, 1861; M. Agnes, bom 
June 20, 1855, died August 3, 1875. In 
Edra, this county, February 22, 1859, 
Amos Barlow was united in marriage 
with Mary S. Poague, who was born in 
Pocahontas county. May 8, 1843. 
James R. and Elizabeth L. (Harper) 
Poague, natives of and residents in 
Pocahontas county, arc her parents. 
Ihe children of Mr. and Mrs. Barlow 
are five, born: Letcher D., June 20, 
I860, Lucy B., May 6, 1868; Willie H„ 
March 17 1875; Samuel 1., April 7. 
Kn , fry™, March 6, 

,ht °Mest lives in Creenbank, 

. and the others at home. 

Hunt#* k} ,low ' s a merchant of 
and in business is 
honeu^ i ,al * U . CCCSS lhat awaits on an 
**\ Uprigbt business man. He 

'avjfci 2r r l U J" cd in fina nces by the 

„? Vi, War * but by 
re-euabl»i^. dnd integrity has 
hod himself in business. 



I-MvE srS® 

James B. h one of Ihe edi"ors „f,£ 

LeedsviBe. Randolph county, 

'hfha C. Canfield has a farm. Amos 
and Nancy A. (Schoonover) Canfield 
were the parents of Elisha G.vSdhb 
^ c « a A daughter of John and 
Elizabeth A (Kittle) Wilmoth. The 
parents of both are deceased. Ihs 
Father died November 12. 1881. ami 
his mother died December 29. i880. 
Lbsha C. Canfield s post office address 
^h cat > Randolph county. 
West Virginia. 


WILLIAM CURRY son of John 
and Jane Curry, was born in Bath 
county, Virginia, November 28, 1821. 
In 1853 he made his home m 
Pocahontas county, and in this county 
on the 21st of February, 1860. he 
married Lucy, daughter of Joel and 
Rebecca Hill. She was born in 
Pocahontas county, September 21. 
1841, and their children were born: 
Rebecca C., August 21, 1861; Sherman 
P., November 24, 1865; Mary C., June 
1, 1870; Lillie I., December 12, 1873. 
From March, 1853, to January 1, 
1879, William Curry was clerk of the 
circuit and county courts of 
Pocahontas county (a portion of the 
time acting as deputy clerk). He is now 
one of the substantial farmers of the 
county, with post office address at 
Huntersville, Pocahontas county. West 
Virginia. 


PLEASANT A. DILLEY-son of 
William and Betsey (Baker) Dilley.and 
Lillie McCarty, daughter ot George and 
Eliza (llerold) McCarty, were united in 
marriage in Ironton, Lawrence county, 
Ohio, in 1873. Both were natives of 
Huntersville, the former born February 
20, 1852. ami Ihe latter on the 26th oi 
May. 1858. The children o Mr. and 
Mrs. Dilley were born: LiliK 
December 28. IH74; Mary A lire. 

January 3. 1876; Clarence S...J«*l> 

1877. William G. May 29, 1879. 



Emma S.. February 23. 1882. All are 
;<f home with their PjjentsJ 
Huntersville district, where Mr. DilKy 
is successfully conducting a 

‘SSr-UnJSSS? 'pocaiionUB 

county, West Virginia. 


ANDREW HEROLD-born ui 
Pocahontas county, August 7, 1881. 
and Maria Seebert, bom in this county 
May 15, 1831, were here joined m 
wedlock, on the 22d of August, 1849. 
Their children were ten, born: Lanty 
W„ July 18, 1850; Millard F., October 
11, 1851; Joseph S., June 2, 1854; 
Isaac N., July 18, 1856; John Letcher, 
December 11, 1858; Horace F„ August 
27, 1862; Edwin Lee, December 7, 
1864: Ida R., August 27, 1867; 
Andrew' F., January 2, 1870; Pruyn P., 
November 12, 1873. Edwin and Joseph 
are deceased, Isaac is in Missouri, 
Lanty W. is farming and grazing on 
Knapps creek, and the others are 
at home. Cliristopher and Elizabeth 
(Cook) Herold, now both deceased, 
were parents of Andrew Herold, and 
his wife was a daughter of Joseph 
Seebert, now' deceased, and Rebecca 
(Lockridgc) Seebert. Lanty W. Herold, 
for whom this sketch is compiled, has a 
number of sheep ranges in Pocahontas 
county, and is successfully grazing, and 
trading in cattle. There is no man in 
West Virginia of his years better posted 
in sheep raising. The Herold family 
reside on Knapps creek, and have their 
post office address at Frost 
Pocahontas county, West Virginia. 


JAMES T. LOCKRIDGE-son 
Unty and Elizabeth (Bcnsc 
Lockridgc, was born in Pocahon 
«HWty u, 1821. His parents SX 

W’.n h, !^^^ ath ° ccurri 

fo* PlUHp Mo*r jr li 

;r h s? 
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Mrs. Lockridgc has a copy . 
grandfather’s coat-of-arms 
armorial device: “He beareth (ar»n. 
lion rampant between three erT* 1,3 
sables) a chief very.” “This is*X! 
coat-of-arms of Samuel Wilcov , 
Tartainham High Cross, in the coun? 
of Middlesex” Philip and w y 
Moser, bom about 1735, were tl? 
parents of Philip, jr., father of u* 
Lockridgc. and he was born Decent 
16, 1770. He had ten sisters aSSl 
brothers, all of whom died previous ^ 
March. 1830. James T. LockncCw 
always been identified with the best 
interests of his native county since 
reaching manhood’s estate, and is now 
a magistrate of Huntersville district 
where he is farming and raising stock 
He was colonel in the Statc militia for 
a number of years, anda member of the 
Virginia legislature from 1858 to 1862 
Horace M.. the oldest son, one of the 
enterprising men of the younger 
generation in this county, is the 
present superintendent of public 
schools in Pocahontas county. His post 
office address is Huntersville, 
Pocahontas county. West Virginia. 


HUGH P. McGLAUGHLIN son of 
Samuel G. and Elizabeth (Wriglil) 
McGlaughlin, was bom in Highland 
county, Virginia, August 1, 1843, and 
his home has been in Pocahontas 
county since he was nine years of age. 
His father died March 20, 1844. His 
grandparents were among the first and 
most prominent settlers in this part of 
Pocahontas county, and amassed 
considerable property here. Hugh P- 
McGlaughlin enlisted in Company I. 
25th Virginia Infantry, and served 
through the war between the States in 
the Confederate army. For eleven 
months of the time he was a prisoner, 
taken first to Point Lookout, and 
thence to Elmira, New York. He had 
one brother in the service who died ^ 
the Elmira prison, of scurvy, on the 
II th of November, 1864. Returning t*J 
Pocahontas county after the close o 
the war. Hugh P. McGlaughlin engage 
in farming, which is still 
occupation, and in which 1* 
achieving a success rarely attained uj 
hilly country. In 1869. in Pocahoni*' 
county, he married Alcinda Bird* * 
W’a* bom hi Highland county. Vug ,n 
In 1848. She was a daughter of t*’ 0 ^ 



Robert and Hannah (Moore) Guy, 

before the Indians had abandoned the 
l,il and while the white settlers still 
lived in fear of the tomahawk and 
torch of the savage. Robert Gay *ttk 
first on Thorny creek, then moved to 
land now owned by Jacob Sharp, then 
to the farm now owned by his 
grandson Levi. Here he built first 
cabin, and then a part of the house 
now occupied by lus son. In 
Huntersville. Pocahontas county, June 
24. 1834, John Gay was united in 
marriage with Margaret B. Glark.who 
was born in Cecil county, Maryland, 
June 19, 1810. John and Elizabeth V. 
(Miller) Clark were her parents, and 
both died in Augusta county, Virginia. 
Her father died September 30, 1836, 
and tier mother died January 30, 1839. 
The father of John Gay died March 
22, 1834. andliis mother died August 
15. 1849. The children of John Gay 
and wife are recorded: Samuel M., 
bom May 29, 1835, lives in Pocahontas 
county; Hannah E., February 23, 
1837, died January 1, 1862; Susan 
Jane, bom January 25, 1839, married 
Adam C. Young, and they live in 
Pocahontas county; Levi, born 
December 22, 1840, is sheriff of 
Pocahontas county, and lives at home; 
Harriet, bom January 3, 1843, died 
December 26, 1861; Ann Maria, born 
July 8, 1845, married Jacob S. Moore, 
November 24, 1870, and they live in 
this county; Edward, bom October 10, 
1847, lives at home; James R. B., April 
29, 1850, died January 2, 1851; Sallie 
Hamilton, bom April 30, 1853, died 
Dccvinber 21. 1857. Samuel and Levi 
*rvcd in the Confederate army, 31st 
Virginia Infantry, and both were 
wounded. Levi was wounded at the 
battle of Spotsylvania Court House 
and Samuel at (Ik- battle of Strausburg. 
John (.ay is farming and raising stock. 
H* was twenty-eight years justice of 

iir peace, wasdenuly sIkiiII. 1K2K 9. 

*n*l represented Pocahontas county in 
\kAt Ur> ’\ U ‘ c P Ua,urc from 1839 to 
'*41 I, mm, IH43 to IH4V HU 

•’“‘ahonlus 

“Minty, wtu Virginia 

GIORI.I PHI SION 
srindton of MuUn Moore 


sr., who came to Pocahontas co Un , 
the year 1800. and son or Ruben I.V n 
(Bruffey) Moore, was horn , n V ,* 
district, this county, January 7 
His parents wen- both natives 3 r 
Pocahontas county, and died in | Q of 
his father's death occurring m 
county, in 1875, and hi s 
departing this life in Davis county i 
1872. The first wife of George p 
Moore was Elizabeth M. Poagc, a nd L 
married his second wife, Ruth J. c, a T 
at Edra. She was born at Doe Rm’ 
Iligliland county, Virginia, on the 30th 
of June, 1844, and her marriage day 
was on the anniversary of her birth in 
1865. Robert T. and Elizabeth 
(Wilson) Gay were her parents, and he, 
father died in 1875. At the time of the 
elder Robert Moore’s settlement in 
Pocahontas county the country was in 
the pioneer stage of its existence, the 
nearest store being thirty miles distant. 
George P. Moore has lived all his life in 
this district, within a quarter of a mile 
of the place of his birth, and has held 
nearly all the offices in the gilt of lus 
fellow-townsmen. Ho did not take pan 
in the civil war, except to act as depot 
quartermaster's agent at Edra. In 1856 
Ik* received the appointment of 
postmaster at Edra, and with tin* 
exception of the years of the war has 
held the office ever since, and is still 
the incumbent. He has also sewed 
acceptably as justice of the peace. 


JAMES WAUGH-one of the 
farming residents of Edra district. 
Pocahontas county, was here born 
December II, 1814. James and 
Rebecca (McGuire) Waugh were lus 
parents. His father died in March. 
1831, and his mother in July. 186 7 
The first marriage of James Waugh was 
with Sarah Cocliran, who died Octoow 
13. 1868. Near McDowell, Highly 
county, Virginia, was bom Hannah*- 
Lamb, April 22, 1848. and in the pwj 
of her birth she became the 
James Waugh, January 4, 187- 
have one son, Rudolph L . , 
January 22. 1879. John Lamb. t« , |\ 
of Mrs. Waugh, died in 188-. ;l,, ‘ ^ 
mother, whose maiden ,u,l,H 7 ll1K ‘j 
l iam.es Blight, is still living. 
Waugh took no part in ,,K 
between the States. but ^ 
commissioned by the governor 
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auctioneer, 
pun more. 
Virginia. 


and is lire postmaster at 
Pocahontas county. West 


NO. 2 DISTRICT 


J. R. APPERSON-was bom in 
Hanover Virginia, June 24, 1836, son 
of William and Elizabeth J. (Harris) 
Appcrson. His parents left his native 
county »n 1854, and came to Randolph 
county, (then) Virginia. In 1861. J. R. 
Appcrson enlisted in the Confederate 
army. Company F, 31st Virginia 
Infantry, and in 1863 he was 
commissioned captain - , October 2, 
1864, he was made prisoner, near Port 
Republic, and taken to Fort Delaware, 
and held until the close of the war. 
During his active service he was three 
time wounded; once struck with a 
sabre. In Pocahontas county, February 
27, 1868, he married Sarah M. Kee, and 
the children of their union are: Minrne 
M., born May 21, 1870; Charles R., 
November 28. 1875; Quintilla M. t 
February 26, 1877. Sarah M., wile ot 
Mr. Appcrson, was born in Pocahontas 
county, December 5, 1843, daughter 
of William and Ruth D. (McCoUam) 
Kce, natives of this county. J. R. 
Apperson has been a resident in 
Pocahontas county since 1870, is 
merchant and artist, and is at this time 
postmaster at Marlins Bottom, at 
which place he is erecting one of the 
finest residences in the county. 


CLORGE BAXTER was a son of 
William and Elizabeth (Barlow) Baxter, 
his father born in Bath county, 
Virginia, in 1808, and his mother in 
Pocahontas county in 1814. William 
k**U:r came to Pocahontas county 
"***> young and made tlie home of his 
wadded life litre, and George Baxter 
*** born m I dra district, February 26. 

William Baxter died in 
•tptember. 1KHI and Ills widow 
lollowtd lum to Ihc land of rent in the 
ju'cccdi,,,, month. January 6, 1866. 

hauler wedded Sarah Ann. 
JJJJP** ij'if • i< and i tttabi tit i 
She d»rd mm da 6th "• April 
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1881, leaving him with six children 
born: John WiUis. April 4. 1867. Mary 
Elizabeth Birdie, July U. 1869; Adam 
Oscar. August 16, 1873; Alic Belle 
Frances, February 19. 1876; Georgia 
&?". M ^.’. May lV l878 ’ James 
William Ellis, April 1, 1881. At Edra, 
February 16, 1882, Margaret Jane 
Cassel became the wife of George 
Baxter, and they have one daughter, 
Eliza Myrtle, bom December 24, 1882. 
Samuel and Mary Eliza Valentine 
(Tumbleson) Cassel svere the parents of 
Margaret J., and she was born in Green 
Bank district. Pocahontas county. 
March 29, 1853. Her parents were 
Virginians, her father born in Bath 
county in 1815, and her mother in 
Augusta county in 1822. They settled 
in Pocahontas county before their 
marriage, about 1834, and Samuel 
Cassel died June 1, 1882, at his home 
in Green Bank district. George Baxter 
is a practical surveyor, and held the 
office of county surveyor in 1870—1, 
was again elected in 1880, his official 
term, which he is still serving, 
extending over the years 1881-4. His 
post office address is Edra, Pocahontas 
county, West Virginia. 

REV. ABNER M. CHAPPELL- 
born in Loudoun county, 
Virginia, March 14. 1848, is a son of 
James M. and Susan P. (Slack) 

Chappell. In Shepherstown, Jefferson 

county, West Virginia. July 29, 1870, 
lie was joined in wedlock with 
Catharine S. Lloyd, and they made 
their home in Pocahontas county in 
the present year. They have four 

children; Susan C born August 1. 

1872; James E., April 26 1874. 

Prudence K., September 2, 1878, Ada 
Grace, January 11, 1882. Catharine S 
wife of Mr. Chappell, was born in 
Loudoun county, Virginia, on the 5th 
of April, 1852. and she is a daughter of 
Harrison and Elvira (Maunoe) Lloyd. 
Abner M. Chappell has been a loed 

— 5 sbgff && 

West Virginia. 

JOHN GAY resides on the place 
where he was boro. in 1 .. ja ?of 
No. 2. PoculiontM county* rhe ^ 
lua birth was May 



PERSONA! HISTORY 
DI-TAR I Ml N 1 01 
POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


NO. I DISTRICT 

BENJAMIN F. JACKSON-is_a 
native of North Carolina, born in 
Pasquotank county, October 1*. loly> 

,i son of Benjamin M. and Prima (West) 
Jackson. now both deceased. At the 
j£c of eleven years he left his native 
State and accompanied an uncle to 
Indiana, where Ik' lived until he 
at tamed his majority. He then made 
the journey from Indiana to North 
Carolina, in 1840. on horseback, and 
after a short stay at his old home he 
settled in Pendleton county, (then) 
Virginia. where he married and engaged 
in farming, tanning and a general 
mercantile trade. His first wife was 
Ruth, daughter of Samuel and Jane 
(Armstrong) Wilson, both now 
deceased, and she was born in 
Pendleton county, August 27, 1825. 
She married Mr. Jackson on the 22d of 
July . 1841. and died May 16, 1869, in 
Pocahontas county, where they had 
been at that date living thirteen years. 
Their children were ten: John S., born 
March 12, 1843; Virginia J., October 
19. 1844; Hannah F., July 8, 1847; 
Indiana M . July 18. 1850; Ohio M., 
June 3. 1852; Nebraska D., May 16, 
1854. William K., June 27, 1856; 
Samuel L. May 21, 1862; Andrew H., 
March 3. 1865. Ldgar H., May 10, 
1867 the oldest and youngest sons 
tee with their falter, Samuel lives in 
IM, Virginia. Virginia and 
Andrew in Huttonsvillc, Randolph 
county West Virginia, and the other 
children at Dun more, this county. 
Kiln fifteen yean <>t \uncs\lul 
tommm in Pcndkton county Mr 
Jackum came to where he now resides 

• Pocahontas county, arxl vtrni to 

‘■•‘I ***4 f • Hi 1-|. ..Mil 

• d« sh Jrrruma Armstrong. «nd the 
•oldicn horn to them or Maly 

hoc*. March 9. 1171. ( lair.ue 
yk to 18-4 n, i ,, 

U "«l«f 4 1176 (*.«p A . July 21* 

Ira H. August 16. I1NJ 

pu.Mll., 

M<< * M • I h sam w Pocahontac 

tes4 S UfcKca 
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ISAAC MOORE-,„„ 

Isaac Moore, now deceased, was 
in Pocahontas county, April 21 ijJJ? 
In Greenbank, this county o r ,!!v • 
29, 1846. he married ilcinda n 
Arbogast, who was a daughter , 
William and Jane G. (TalW 
Arbogast, and was bom in this count,; 
September 6, 1827. Her rather died 
February, 1847. The children of uj 
and Mrs. Moore were seven: V 
Crawford, born January 12, 1849 died 
October 27, 1861; Marietta born 
February 14, 1851, lives jj 

Buckhannon, Upshur county, this 
State; C. Rice, born May 21, 1853 
lives at Clover lick, this county; Ernest 
N., born January 5, 1856, lives at 
Glade Hill, this county; M. Florence 
October 4, 1859, lives in Dunmore] 
tliis county; C. Forrest, January 28* 
1863, lives at Nashville, Tennessee’; 
Harry M., April 8, 1869, lives at home. 
Isaac Moore is a farmer and grazier, 
one of the best informed and most 
successful agriculturists in the county. 
That the resources of the county, its 
udaptibility to grazing purposes may be 
fully known, lie has recorded in this 
FNCYCLOPFDIA the following from 
his labor statistics. On his farm in the 
year 1882 there was raised and sold 
stock to the amount of SI5,000, 
without mention of the stock fed and 
held unsold. Robert Moore, the 
pioneer elsewhere spoken of, was the 
grandfather of Isaac Moore. Isaac 
Moore’s post office address is 
Dunmore, Pocahontas county, West 
Virginia. 


C. B. SWECKER-born in Virginia, 
has been a resident among the 
ol Pocahontas county since 
David W. and Celia P. (Eagle) Swcck^ 
were his parents, and he man*? 
Nebraska D.. daughter of Beniamin > £ 
and Ruth (Wilson) Jackson. She' 
born in Pocahontas county. 
family record is given with he* 
sketch on this page October I I . . * 
was tlie marriage day of C. B. 
and Nebraska D Jackson, and ^ 
D.. thru only child, was born Ju*>^ 
IM7H. C H Sw-cvkci “ * J 
methank in the ^ 

i alitor I-making. in ai,hitcvjl 
painting Ik ahu follows lb* k4ilw 



1|K .,V among savage tribes **reh for his 
ffieved son. On the eve or hi* 
departure on h.s hazardous mission a 
oi of his neighbors gathered to bid 
God speed. Then, with his nflc, he 
| H -d out into the wilderness. A long 
veai passed away and there were no 
tuhngs of him. for there were none to 
Kiine them, and lus friends yielded 
reluctantly to the belief that Ik* had 
l^llcn a victim to savage cruelty. But 
no! so. Ik* had journeyed far to the 
northwest, had crossed the strait, and 
round his long-lost son in the 
possession of a trader near Detroit The 
homeward journey was begun, and at 
Uvt both reached home and lived long 
in what is now Pocahontas county. 

LEVELTON DISTRICT, NO. 4, 

b the most southern sub-division of 
ihe county. It derives its name from 
ihc plateau or flat lying north of 
Droop mountain. This flat embraces an 
iiva of several square miles, and is one 
of the most fertile spots in the 
Alkghany mountains. North of it. 
aretehmg away to the west, are the 
Yew mountains, while in the east is the 
Cranberry range, a southern oltshoot 
of the Cheat mountain system About 
ftmr rruk's west of Hillsboro, stands 
Mount Bayard, towvnng to the height 
of 4.000 feet, it is the highest point of 
land tn West Virginia. Viewed from 
HsIKboro, m the morning sunlight, it is 
m object of sublime grandeur. It is 
•amed in honor of Delaware’s 
&Mjummhcd senator. To the south. 
Old Droop mountain, named from its 
pacaiar shape, stands out prominently 
qoMut the horizon. It is the historic 
wwttam of the State, for here once 
straggled many thousand men in 
■noal combat 

The fie it settlement was made Ik* re 
by John McNeel and the 
they have been noticed in 
P***l Mary of the county. The 
cMd ever born within (he 

*** Its dtsUMl. wm • Ik lilt an I • »l 
K art ha Mt Nkrl and I* llw 
JJJ* •hw.h waa buried by it* iim>Uk'( 
Vj"* mb avUkn war Jamrs lewis. 

2^***4w j,„ p , itiiitif ll 

1*7* ■•••aw Hwkanl III*. William 
VI* •••!». Abraham M.Ncal 
. WtfUani Ik* 


i*Wl km 
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Tile first grist null was built by 
Valentine Cackle y, in the year 1800. ll 
was located at what has ever since been 
called Mill Point, a short distance north 
of Hillsboro. It was a round pole 
structure, with one run of small stones; 
water was the propelling power. Prior 
to the erection of this mill, the people 
depended upon the hand mill and 
hominy block. In the year 1808, Mr. 
Cacklcy added a sawing apparatus; and 
Ik* thus became not only the builder of 
the first grist mill, but of the first saw 
mill as well. 


The first school was taught by 
Thomas Green, in the year 1798, in a 
rude cabin which stood one and a half 
miles north of Hillsboro, on lands now 
owned by W. L. McNeel. This pioneer 
temple of learning was a round pole 
structure with a clapboard roof, held in 
place by weight-poles; tire floor was 
mother earth. Instead of windows, a 
log was chopped from one side, and 
over the aperture was pasted greased 
paper as a substitute for glass. There 
arc at present twelve wliitc and two 
colored schools in the district; 476 
pupils attend the former, and 56 the 
latter. 

It is said that Bishop Asbury, the 
great apostle of Methodism, was the 
first minister who visited the Little 
Levels, and that as early as 1789 he 
preached in the little “White Pole 
Church ” erected by John McNeel, as 
elsewhere mentioned. The tradition is 
doubtless Uue, for it is substantiated 
by general records of the church. It 
appears that the first organization was 
perfected here in the last named year, 
and at the time the members 
composing the church were John 
McNeel. Martha McNeel, James Lewis 
and wife. Alexander Wadell and wife. 
Charles Kcnnison. Jacob Kcnnison. 
Mrs. James Brinnell, John Switzer and 
wife, Richard Hill. Nancy HOI, and 
Abraham McNeel ami wile. 

Hillsboro, the only village in «1 k* 
district, is situated on the little Lewis, 
V4 mdc. no.llK«l of l.««*unfc 

17 mifct wuihOTM oi Humor*.Ik. 

. iMintv a*at It wax laid out u» l*4J.b» 
J.Mrph Brown, a hobytertan '"**"*' 
.^school t c*bo. IV oruonal 
nrupneHm were John . 

K*Jr Nathan*) hennaaw -nd *»«*• 


standing on the farm ol Andrew 
ilcrold. This tract included several 
thousand acres, and. as the records 
show. Mr. Moore gave in exchange for 
it two steel traps and two pounds 
sterling money. 

EDRA DISTRICT. NO. 2, 


Lies in the western part or the county, 
and is bounded north by Randolph 
county; northeast by Greenbank 
district'; east by Huntersville district; 
south by Lcvelton, and west by 
Webster county. Here, as elsewhere in 
the county, the surface is rough and 
mountainous. In the north are the 
Middle mountains and southern 
continuations of the Elk and Cheat 
ranges; in the centre arc tl»c Black 
mountains, while in the east and 
southeast rise the lofty peaks of 
Buckleys, Marlins and Brushy ranges. 

The principal drainage is to the 
west; with the exception of Sago creek. 
Stony creek, and one or two other 
small streams which flow east and fall 
into Greenbrier, all the steams flow 
west and form the headwaters of 
Gaulcy and Elk rivers. They have been 
named in the general view of the 
county. 

The first cabin built within the 
limits of this district was that erected 
by Marlin and Sewell near the present 
site of Greenbrier Bridge, in the year 
1749. (For a full account of theic 


acc History oi ureenbnci 
county, found elsewhere in lliis work | 
The first actual settlers, those whe 
found what they were in searcl 
of-homes were Thomas Drcnnin 
Jacob Warwick. William Sharp. Rober 
Moore, John Johnson. Thoma 
Johnson. Robert Gay. William Poage 
Patrick Slatcrly. Robert Duffle 

ssrsjsr*- Lawrenre Drcnnin 


mill wa\ bum 

Jonathan McNccl. m the early part 

CCn ! Ufy 11 wa » I'^itcd 

nt^ih h ! thort from 

"“? Ul 11 * r *‘ » round pole structu 

oij d ,0 *!? ,!omc% by 

f W M V, * i « I 
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building, with the old-fashioned ^ . 
saw. and was a primitive affair. ' h 

The first school ever taught i n ,»*. 
district was in a log cabin which storS 
on the lands now the property nf 
Robert Gay. The teacher was Man* 
Warwick, who taught her first term!: 
the winter of 1809. It is said tjJf) 
several of the parents accompany, 
their children to this school and 
learned to read with them. There an- 
now nineteen good public school 
buildings in the district, in which 
competent teachers are employed to 
teach 507 boys and girls the rudiments 
of_ an English education 

The first postoffice was Edia, and 
since its establishment four others have 
been added, viz.. Marlins 
Bottom Dover Lick, Split Rock and 
Buckeye Cove. 


Who preached the first sermon, or 
when the first church was organized, 
cannot now be known, for. like much 
of the frontier church history 
elsewhere, it is lost in (tie oblivion of 
bygone years. All that is now known of 
it is that it was a Methodist 
congregation on Stony creek, and that 
William McGollurn, John Smith, John 
Barlow and John Sharp were among 
the first members, and that the 
last-named was the first class leader. 

Of those mentioned as the pioneers 
of the district, several were soldiers 
with General Lewis in the battle at 
Point Pleasant, and among them was 
Thomas Drcnnin. He was the first 
settler on the land where F.dra 
post office is now located, and soon 
after he erected his cabin it tw* 
attacked (in his absence) by the 
Indians, who killed his wife and a 
woman named Smith, and earned 
son Diaries into captivity. When Mr 
Drcnnin returned homo and beheld hi> 
home in ruins, his beloved wife still m 
death, and thought of his son 
reserved for a worse fate, his hear 
failed within him, but a few days la*** 
lie repaired to Fort Union ami becan* 
a volunteer in the army *' u 
concentrating. He accompanied ‘ 
Point Pleasant, participated ,rt * 
battle and m the march beyond t 
Ohio. . 

At l Ik* close of the war he 
to Ins mountain homo, but there 
lies foi luni were severed. and 
tc solved (o lourncy to the west. a 


... JN a reader, lire firs! of those 
hiH»U in this district was “kept” in a 
V;. rttf d Iog cabin, which stood on the 
of Knapps creek, not far from 
Huntersville, the countyseat, 

»o* ", » » “five-sided 

inictuie one side of which was taken 
up with a huge rue place. The scats 
«VIV made by Splitting small logs in 
halve* and inserting nins tor legs in the 
0%J I sides. Who the first teacher was is 
not now known, and never will be, for 
there is no record, and the oldest 
person now living cannot remember. 

Neither can it be known who 
preached the first sermon, but the 
names of many pioneer ministers arc 
remembered. Everywhere in the 
settkmont of the West the frontier 
preacher was an important factor, and 
scarcely was the roof of the cabin 
made fast before the Methodist circuit 
nder or the Baptist missionary made 
his appearance, collected the 
neighbors, preached a sermon, left an 
appointment for some time, perhaps a 
year in the future, then after a friendly 
farewell he continued his journey to 
another settlement. Among those who 
first suited what is now Pocahontas 
county were: the Revs. James Avis. 
John Miller, Amos Smith, J. W. 
Kenney. James Watts, Samuel Ellis, 
tWam P. IfcDoweDL I lulu Knox, 
James Kerr. William Houston, Harvey 
Sawyers. N. Pendleton and John Howe. 
The first Presbyterian church of 
Huntersville was organized in 1854, by 
the Ro. Mitchell Dunlap. Among the 
fun members were Hugh McGlothUn, 
James A Price, and George E. 
( n*t, A house of worship was erected 
fm tame year. On the 12th day of 
**i'*»t. 1 854. William Gammon, 
benjamin Harold, and James T. 

on I* lull oi Hh church, 
led »nh Davis W Kerr for the 
***si*un of the church at the coni of 
ll JU4. 

, I** I pwcopal (South) 

'4 llunU'itwilfc, was organized 
lOAt. 1., ii* | |; I. . r ■ t||| 

th» i foils Ii ui IH44 into 
MttM bt-diw. It* 
*J'H» |«m! an «iifanuatlon at Ihl* 
LT *he HwtiU ( Ituish then 

* what 
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• as known as the 
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was raised by subscription, and tlvc 
remainder was paid by Andrew W 
Moore Moses Moore and Preston 
Moore. It was dedicated in June, 1852 
aiul the Rev. McClure became the 
first pastor. It is a good substantial 
building, and is heated by stoves. 
During the late war the soldiers made a 
barracks of it, and at one time 
threatened to burn it, but were 
prevailed upon to desist from such an 
act of vandalism, and to-day it stands a 
monument of the religious zeal and 
Christian enthusiasm of a generation 
now passed away. Among the first 
members were Leonard Heron, Jennie 
Heron, George Rider, Harvey Curry, 
Mary A. Curry, Moses Moore, Isabella 
Moore, Preston Moore, Andrew Moore 
Anna Moore, and Elizabeth Lightner. 
George Rider was the first class-leader, 
and the Rev. L. Fox is the present 
pastor. 

Huntersville, the countyseat, is the 
only town in the district. It was laid 
out in 1821, and is situated on the left 
bank of Knapps creek, six miles from 
its mouth. It is surrounded on all sides 
by lofty mountains, and has, perhaps, 
more the appearance of an Alpine 
village than any town in the State. Us 
elevation is 1900 feet above the 
Atlantic. It contains the county 
buildings, two general mercantile 
stores, one hotel, one postofficc, one 
newspaper- the Pocahontas Times and 
abou t a dozen dwellings. 

Moses Moore, already mentioned as 
one of the first settlers, located on 
Knapps creek more than one hundred 
years ago, as is attested by records yet 
extant. There was an old Indian trail, 
or "Valley Draft," as it was once 
called, by which the savages traveled 
when on their missions of blood to the 
settlements on Jacksons river and in 
Hie Shenandoah valley. This trail led 
near by where Moses Moore 
set tied viz., on t!»e land now owned 
by his grandson, Andrew W. Moore, 
und. as might have been expected, it 
was not long before Ik* was carried into 
captivity, but at last mack his escape 
,m,l relume tl to his mountain home. 
Ilul twice more ere tire savages were 
clayed beyond the Ohio, was he earth'd 
,i pii umer to Itself towns on the Scioto. 
Afirt lu» return the last time lie 
purchased all the lands lying on 
Knapp* creek, Irom where t ’squire 
Ikwet now live* up to the church now 



vlav of May. 1883. with James H. 
Onfield and llezckiah B. Marshall, 
publishers and editors. It is an 8-page 
quarto, 5-column paper. and is devoted 
to tI k* interests of Pocahontas county 
in particular, and to those of the State 
in general. The press upon which it is 
printed was first used in the office of 
the Volcano Lubricator, ol Wood 
county. Afterward it was taken to 
Beverly and used in printing the 
Randolph Review now the Randolph 
Enterprise and The Mystic Tic, 
Masonic organ published at that place. 
Later it was purchased by Canfield & 
Marshall and brought to Pocahontas, 
where it is now used in printing the 
Times. 
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and Edra districts. The surf,. v 
broken and mountainous, in the ** 
are lofty ranges of the Rj c |, 
Alleghany mountains; while m t»... dn ' 1 
are the western spurs « f ^ 
Alleghanies proper. In the west « c 
Pine and Elk mountains, a south 
continuation of the Cheat rant* '? 
Randolph. Elk Knob, in ik* 
southwestern part of this di strui c 
attains a height ol more than 3Qn<i 
feet, and is among the highest pcakTh! 
the State. The fountain streams of »j2 
Greenbrier river constitute the drain™,, 
system. Among them are the cast » n ,| 
west prongs ol Greenbrier, I attic run 
Deer creek. North fork of Deer creek 
and Leather Bark creek. 


MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS HUNTERSVILLE DISTRICT, NO. 3, 


On the 31st day of July, 1863, the 
legislature of West Virginia passed a bill 
entitled “An act to provide for the 
division into townships of the various 
counties composing this Stale.’ 
Appended to that bill was a schedule, 
in which several gentlemen were named 
in each county whose duty it was to 
perform the work in their respective 
counties. Those named for Pocahontas 
were William R. Moore, J. N. Pray, 
Morgan Anderson, David M. Burgis, 
and John Sharp, sr. In most of the 


counties the work was performed, but 
Pocahontas was too much tom by war 
for any business of civil character to be 
transacted. Her records were hid away 
m the mountains of Alleghany county, 
and no courts were being held; 
consequently nothing was done until 
1866, when it was resolved that the old 
magisterial districts, as they existed 
under the old State, should remain the 
wmc. and be known as townships 
under the new. This is the only county 
,n State, so far as the writer knows, 
•huh has preserved its old 
h JMH -nid arc now; 
Gfccnbank, No.I . Huntersville, No. 3; 
Idra. No 2. and Lcvelton, No 4 A 
***' rsotkr of each is here given 


EMff sijank DISTRICT, NO. I. 

^ *• ,WO| < northern dltlrni ol 

Randoliih sounly 
*' V Highlaiu] 

- ■•d south by HuntarivUk 


Embraces the greater part or the 
eastern half of tlie county. To the 
north lies Green Bank district, while on 
the cast it is separated from Highland 
and Bath counties in Old Virginia, by 
the summit of the Alleghany range. On 
the south lies Lcvelton district, and on 
the west is Edra. West of the center, 
and extending north-east from near 
Huntersville, almost to the nonhead 
boundary, arc the Brown mountains. 
In the southern part is a series of 
mountains called the Beaver Lick 
range. It is crowned by several lofty 
peaks. Just south of the latter is a level 
plateau, or table-land of considerable 
extent; it is covered with a lofty forest 
of white pine, and is locally known as 
the White Pine Plateau. Knapps creek 
and its tributaries drain Hie entire 
surface. The latter arc: Little Buckle 
creek, Douthards creek, Cochran* 

(reek, and Browns areek. 

The first settlers in this district 
were: Moses Mooic, John Bradsluw 
and Peter Lightncr, both of the latte* 
have already been mentioned. But they 
were not long permitted to enjoy ll* 
solitude of t Ik* ir lonely home alone. •“* 
other pioneers came and settled berth 
them. 

Lbc schools of a century ago «*** 
what were called "subscription. 

1 in.i wen usually taught f»** 
lew months in the yeai by one ol H* 
luoneers, who lit his youth had 
supcrtoi edutation ads aula*’*- *"* 
lex I books uwd •vie PUwoith* 
speller, and tome work fiequcntb 
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11 of Joel Hill. Es< l- on ^ 
levels Hero they remained until 
1 jl k ,7v l 862, when Mr. Curry 
htctmc alarmed as to the safely of so 
charge thus placed in his 
V *VJodv and he therefore caused them 
Iv. removed to Covington, Virginia, 
t0 JJ, f or a short time tliey lay in the 
tSJv office of Alleghany county. 
SKi, here they were taken to the 
mThouse of Captain William Scott. In 
SSSSSi, 1863, General Avenirs 
SSSSd reached Covington, mid Mr 
rum again removed the records, first 
in the residence of William Clark, and 
hen to a stack of buckwheat straw, in 
which tliey lay concealed for three 
weeks, and were then conveyed into 
the mountains and stored away at the 
house of a Baptist minister, and here 
they remained until after the surrender 
at Appomattox. The storm of war had 
now passed away, and Mr. Curey, in 
June. 1865, returned with the records, 
and once more deposited them at the 
house of Joel Hill. Here they remained 
one month, and were then taken to a 
vacant house belonging to the Rev. 
Mitchell Dunlap, where tliey remained 
until September, 1865, when the first 
court after the close of the war 
convened (November, 1865), in the 
Methodist Church at Hillsboro. From 
that time they were kept in the old 
academy building until .June, 1866. 
when they were taken back to the 
county seat and deposited at tl»c house 
of John B. Garey. More than five years 
have passed away since their first 
removal, and strange to say, that 
notwithstanding all the vicissitudes of 
war through which tliey passed, but 
006 thing was lost, and that was an old 
Process book of no value. Was not Mr. 

true to his trust? Let those 
■tlerested in the records of Pocahontas 
Wtwer. 

churches, schools, 
and newspapers 

™ E f, *ST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

^ulLll?Lt Cfbytorian Church ever 
0* *1* proient limits of 

W.* Ci.! .V* ,,ul * tnown ^ Hie Oak 
‘he yiS*!* £ Little Levels, in 

• ... ..i 

* aftei orpni/4lk>M 

* or staled supply, 


v«i.,d this mou„,4ou^“S K K :,U> 
all that can now l " n * hrom 
believed that the fw “ 

here proclaimed tI,r .T Uslcr who 

S al,a«£ n M r a r i d he , ^ d “W of 

After him cam, iXr.'ft 

permanency. 8 lls 

In the year 1830 this church was 
reorganized by the Rev. S. L. Graham 
and at the time numbered but nine 
members, including four deacons, who 
were Josiah Beard, George Poage. John 
Jordan and S. D. Poage. Mr Graham 
continued to be the paste oi Z 
church for thirty-mne years, when he 
was succeeded by the Rev. J. S. Blaine 
then in the order named, by the Revs 
D. S. Cunningham, William Brown! 
Joseph Brown, M. D. Dunlap. James 
Kerr. G. L. Brown, and D. S 
Sydenstricker, the present incumbent 
The present membership is 76. 

LITTLE LEVELS ACADEMY. 

This institution was established in 
1842, under a charter granted by the 
State of Virginia. The incorporators 
were Josiah Beard, S. D. Poage, Samuel 
L. Mathews. Moses H. Poage, John Hill. 
Thomas Hill. James Miller, and Richard 
McNcel. The first principal was the 
Rev. Joseph Brown, who served as such 
for a period of seven years. He was 
succeeded by the Rev. M. D. Dunlap, 
who remained at the head of the 
institution for eleven years, or until the 
year 1860, when the war came on and 
the school closed. In 1865 the county 
puichased Hie budding, since wluch 
time it has been used for public school 
purposes. This was Hie first school ol a 
high order in the county, and 
notwithstanding the short period of its 
existence, it left its impress upon the 
educational interests of Hus mountain 


newspapers. 

The only news pa nor Oul'us evu 
boon publislicd in the county 
hnahonuis iJJJoHhe 1 0th 
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company. This was early in the spring 
of 1861. A requisition was made for 
arms, and they were shipped from 
Richmond, were never received, and 
the company disbanded in the fall of 
the same year. Captain D. A. Stofer 
mustered a company at Huntersville, 
went south, and with it was attached 
to the 31st Virginia Infantry. John M. 
Lightner was first lieutenant in this 
company. The third company formed 
was that of Captain Arbogast, at 
Grcenbank. It, too, was attached to the 
31st Infantry. The captain was 
afterward promoted to major of the 
regiment. Lieutenant H. M. Poague, of 
this county, but serving in a Bath 
county company, was killed in action 
at Warrenton, Virginia, October 12, 
1863. Lieutenant James McGlothlin, of 
Captain Stofcr’s company, from 
Huntersville, was wounded at 
Shepherdslown, and died at Winchester 
Virginia. 


ENGAGEMENTS IN 
POCAHONTAS 

The first engagement which 
occurred in Pocahontas county, was at 
Camp Barteau, on what is known as 
the Peter Yeager farm, or the Traveler’s 
Repose. Late in the summer of 1861, a 
Confederate force was collected at this 
point It consisted of the 1st Georgia 
Infantry, Colonel Ramsey 
commanding; the 12th Georgia, 
Colonel Edward Johnson in command, 

WiilHn S r Y“F- L nfantxy > Colonel 
ham L. Jackson; Colonel Hansbro’s 
Battalion; the Churchvillc Cavalrv 
1'°™. Churchvillc, Augusta county’ 

unT%i ani l S S, , C " ett ta command, 
•ind the Rockbridge Cavalrv 

McTun ' , 1 K by ,he 4>tam, ) [' 

McNutt the entire force under 
JKk»n" d ° f Gencral Henry L. 

ih.. 0 ? 1 thC 141,1 of September, 1861 
,hl ‘ forw: was attacked by the Ecder ik 
under command of Generals 

n»rJ» t4,/ rM w,rn K i. i,n ‘l ^ ntinucd until 
cil t [ "* withdrew 

- - .Huh 


Infantry, under Colonel Jolui Bawi 
they forUfied a strong natural ■ 

Here, in December, they weVo Uon - 
attacked by the Kedcrals 
engagement continued throughout £ 
day, but terminated as had the fir.. 
tlic repulse of the Federal*. TT^u' n 
was considerable on both sides A m Wss 
that of the Confederates was thTt° n f 
Captain Anderson, of the Lynchh..,! 
Artakn'. and Captain J. C. WT«tm« 
of the Pocahontas Rifles. mcr * 

THE BATTLE OF DROOP 
MOUNTAIN 

Was fought on the 6th day of 
November, 1863. The Confederate 
force consisted of tlic 22nd Virginia 
Infantry, Colonel George Patton (of 
Kanawha county, afterward killed at 
Winchester), commanding; the 19th 
Virginia, Colonel W. P. Thompson; the 
20th Virginia, Colonel W. W. Arnott; 
the 14th Virginia Cavalry, Colonel 
James Cochran; Jackson’s and 
Chapman’s Batteries, and Edgar’s and 
Derrick’s Battalions; the entire force 
under command of General John 
Echols. This force, on tlic first of the 
month, was lying at Meadow Bluffs, in 
Greenbrier county. 

The Federal force was composed of 
the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, 23d 
and 28th Ohio Infantry, the 5th 6th 
and 10th West Virginia infantry, and 
one battery of Artillery. This force had 
been stationed at Beverly in Randolph 
county. 

Both forces advanced and met on 
the northern extremity of Droop 
mountain, and the battle began at 10 
A.M., and waged until 4 P.M., when 
the Confederates, finding their 
positions flanked, right and left, were 
forced to retreat; they fell back 
beyond Lewisburg, and were pursued 
several miles. Tlic loss on both sides 
was heavy. 


THE COUNTY RECORDS 
DURING THE WAR 

At the time of the breaking out of 
the wur. the Hon. William Curry wa* 
•serving as both circuit and county 
clerk, and when it became evident that 
the Federuls would invade the county, 
the court ordered Mr. Curry to remove 
the records to a place of safety* 11 
compliance with this order Ik* cju»*« 
them to be taken to the P»»v** c 



.,1 f»-vrral of his slaves to the 
J25 for the purpose of having them 
" ,. m . it. Among the number was 

familiarly known as ‘Old Ben," 
°JJ. in the absence ol Mr. Warwick 

* ted as foreman ami general manager. 

* \ quantity of stock was brought 
out and soon vost numbers of horses 

j ca ttle were running at large in the 
JL, s , On one occasion the proprietor 
mc out to the farm to see how the 
work was progressing, and one morning 
during his stay, he and Ben rode some 
three miles up the stream to salt the 
C 3 ttk\ which when done they started 
to return, but had not proeccded far 
when they were fired upon by a band 
of Indians in ambush. But one ball 
took effect, and that pierced the body 
of the horse upon which Mr. Warwick 
rode. The horse fell to the ground, but 
at once recovered himself and the two 
dashed away at full speed, and reached 
the house in safety, but just as they 
reined up the wounded horse fell dead. 
Mr. Warwick mounted another which 
happened to be standing in the yard, 
and rode post haste to Jacksons river, 
while Old Ben gathered the slaves and 
took refuge in the mountains, and 
there remained until all danger was 
past. 

OTHER PIONEERS 
Of those who first occupied the 
cabm homes amid the mountains of 
this once wild and romantic region, the 
following arc given in the census of the 
county, or rather what is now the 
county, at the beginning of the present 
^ntury Isaac Moore, his wife and 6 
-niJdrcn; Moses Moore, his wife and 4 
k » n ' PetCf Lightner, his wife and 4 
Henry Harper, his wife and 6 
/kTm cn r°^ n Moore, his wife and 9 
^e*ix brines, his wife and 7 

-httdren | WaU *& his ^ and 13 

3z! _: , * me * w *ugh, his Wife and 12 

his wife and 9 
-Id, ‘ ^bert Moore, his wife and 6 
f rLiJ ,mot ^ y McCarty, his wife 
*4 2 tjdu£l n * And,cw (iwin, his wife 
«tfe * Wn P >0n Mathews. Ins 

*4 € Brown, his wile 

5 Sharp, hu wife 

aad V Sharp, hit wile 

«* 4 4 ,Pogue, hit wile 
•4 * vU-l h ‘ BastCI. Ills wife 

1 t caMa»wl/' U> ‘ Ins vs lie 

** John Uiadtliaw , Ins 
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above cmbrare^H 1!hal thc 
that it includes v Cr ^ f ^ ar , . v l ^ Ucvcd 
Population at the y ,hc entire 

aggregate kisjjr "Honed. The 
since joined tte s 2£, Parc P ts havc 

other ^hore.^Xi TZT ° n 

scattered far and SSde P< £ t , Cnty u arc 
joined father a„d mother 1"? 
river. Many other* **yon<l the 

in distant i^. SOu ®f ,t homes 

reside in thl S ° ,hers yct 

■SPSP'aaWi 

iVl, u/ " l farmer, near Hillsboro 
/n M S , 0nc of thc pioneers, died 

m March, 1831, but five of his sons yet 
T™- Lurc "f >ivc s in California* 
Jacob resided in Buckhannon, in 
Upshur county; Morgan in Jackson 
county, this State, James lives on 
Greenbrier river on a part of the old 
James Waugh farm and is now nearly 
seventy years of age, and M. G. Waugh, 
the youngest son, now 52 years old, 
resides in this county. 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY IN 
THE CIVIL WAR 

In 1861 the clouds of war hung over 
America, and their deepest density 
rested over Virginia. Civil commotion 
shook the grand old Commonwealth, 
and the countenances of her sons but 
told the impending struggle, fierce and 
wild. Everywhere they enlisted in 
defense of their native State, and from 
the tide-washed shores, from thc 
midland counties, and from the 
rock-ribbed Alleghanics, long lines of 
brave soldiers marched forth to battle 
and die upon a hundred crimsoned 
fields. Among them were many of the 
descendants of the first pioneers of 
Pocahontas-they who. a century 
before, had struggled with the fierce 
and relentless barbarian, and had at last 
driven him from the country' in which 
llicy had founded their homes where 
the soldiers of u later day wvre bom 
and reared. 

No sooner had I Ik- tocsin ol war 
sounded throughout their native 
mountains than volunteering began. 
( antiun Andrew (i McNrel repaired W 
iIn* Utile Levels and organized the lust 



thirteen feeble colonics *of 1776 

recognized nation of l/oJ. 

If the traveler who visits the 
beautiful little mountain town ° { 
Hillsboro, will stroll a mik and half to 
the north of that village he will reach a 
beautiful cemetery in which ^pose 
.-if ih*' nionccrs of Pocahontas 
county. There sleep John McNeel and 
his wife, Charles and Edward Kennjson 
and their wives, and several other 
heroes of Point Pleasant and patriots of 
the Revolution. No historian has 
inscribed their names high u P° n 

pillar of fame, but their memory iv f* 
where they would have wished it to 
lire-in the hearts of those who dwell 
among the mountains, where they 
themselves first planted the banner of 
civilization. 


PETER LIGHTNEK, THE BUILDER 
OF THE FIRST GRIST MILL. 

Peter Ughtncr was among the first 
settlers in “what is now Pocahontas 
county. He was a German-Dutch man 
and came from the eastern part of the 
State. He located on Knapps creek, and 
our informant says “he was a great 
bkssing to the country which he came 
to help settle.” Prior to his coming 
there were no mills nearer than 
Staunton, distant nearly a hundred 
miles through a trackless wilderness. 
This was too far to think of “going to 
null,” so the people prepared their own 
corn for bread. The mode was simple: 
a hrge tree was felled, from which a 
block or “cut” was taken, which when 
placed on end was probably as high as 
a man's waist. It was placed on end in 
front of the cabin, then a fire was 
ki n dl e d upon it. and so managed that 
m eaverted cone was formed. From 
th» the charred coals were taken and 
tbe “hominy block" was ready for use. 
^ or more of shelled corn was pul 

• pounded until it was reduced to 
ao*fw meal, from which bread was 
then baked Another pUn was to boil 

* y u,wtl »* quite soft, then 

P«md into a jelly, which was then 
y* 4 1,4 « needed Thu 

C**"?*** *** hominy meal 

"nwdted all this. He 

tte -thoM * b ,ome 

*■*■■**» Wad lo const ihui, mdcs 
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they considered it an cosy task 
provide bread. This mill was located oil 
Knapps creek, and although nearly , 
hundred years have breathed the,, 
changeful breath upon the site, y ct ' 
portion of the old foundation and a 
trace of the race still remain to inform 
the observer that it once existed. Mr 
Lightner sold this mill to Jo}^ 
Bradshaw; who in turn sold it to Henry 
Harper. The buhrs arc now in an old 
mill in Highland county, Virginia. 


JOHN BRADSHAW-AND 
JOHN HARNESS, 

THE FIRST PEDDLER. 

Another early pioneer was John 
Bradshaw, who reared his cabin home 
on the site where Huntersville, the 
county-seat, now stands. Soon after he 
located, the people of Bath county 
constructed a wagon road from On 
W arm Springs, through the mountains, 
to his house. This was the first public 
road ever opened within the present 
limits of Pocahontas county. 

Soon after the opening of this 
thorough fare, a man named John 
Harmess began hauling goods from 
Staunton into these mountains for the 
purpose of trading with the settlers. 
He made his headquarters at the house 
of Mr. Bradshaw, and here he opened 
out his stock in trade, which was 
largely made up of salt, coffee, 
powder, lead, a few pieces of calico, 
etc. Here lie would be met by the 
hunters, who brought in their pelts, 
venison, giseng, etc., and exchanpsd for 
that which they most needed. From 
this fact the place became known « 
Huntersville, a name which it has ever 
since retained. 

THE ORIGINAL OWNER OF THE 
CLOVER LICK FARM 


Was Jacob Warwick. He 
one of the earliest settlers «* «■* 
portion of Bath county now UK,u ~L 
in Pocahontas. He came from 
southeastern part of Virginia. 
first vttlcment was on Jacksons n • 
Ik owned a great many slaves, 
after he patencies! the Urw» _ 
known as the ITovet Lick 
came out and built a hswiaf. 



vf0 at home. whose ages were 17, 15, 

, i | \ years. Tin- father was confined 
Jo lus bed by sickness, but his wife, 
*1lh (Ik* firmness of a Roman matron. 
. jHcd then* to ,lcr u,,d bodc then* lly 

to Ihc defense of their native land, 
••(.o my children” said she, “I spare 
m >t my youngest, my fair-haired boy. 
the comfort of my declining years. I 
devote von all to my country. Keep 
back the invader from the soil of 
Augusta, or see my face no more.” 
When this incident was related to 
Washington lie exclaimed, “Leave me 
but a banner to plant upon the 
mountains of West Augusta, and I will 
rally around me the men who will lift 
our bleeding country from the dust 
and set her free.” 

Charles, the fifth youngest son, fell 
at the head of his regiment when 
leading on an attack at Point Pleasant. 
He was esteemed the most skillful of 
all leaders of border warfare. Such 
were the sons and such was the 
father-the first surveyor in the 
Greenbrier Valley. 

COLONEL JOHN M’NEEL 


Was one of the Earliest pioneers in the 
wilds of West Augusta and the first 
actual settler on the Little Levels, now 
in Pocahontas county. He was born 
near Winchester, Virginia, but early in 
life went to the Cumberland valley, in 
Maryland. Here, soon after his 
settlement, he had an altercation with 
a young man which resulted in a 
hand-to-hand fight, and Mr. McNccl, 
believing that lie had killed his 


antagonist, fled to the wilderness, and 
" t£r some time spent in wandering 
V? ,(1 the wild solitudes of the 
Aikghamcs, he came upon what has 
!’ cr unce been known as the Little 
if*** 1 * l» was a beautiful little valley, 
Tmaw il on ail sides by lolly mountain 
and here the wanderer and, as 
,u lb ,,vc from justice, 
• In- fwiiirc home. Here 
at*- , .V* ***• tonety cabin. This was 
„ 1,hp 1765. two year* after 

untruct*,,, of the Muddy Creek 
, e _,, Ul Greenbrier, and four 
if ?' { ul ,,d «‘ came to 

Fort i BUM 

eMcr Mr Ms Neel had 
p. 4l , ,u ‘ U <iul hunting 

mi T "wpnie. *k n«rt Char In 

* “•awii, I wo white men. 


he ^lad^kilicd^had^not 0 died 

injured To^hiS^rtU 01 bccn 

KL .u / h,m - was ioyTul news 

death of "f^' hav,n * «»«<• t£ 
dreadfu? f y now - man «* the m 

' contemplate. The 
KenniKim aceompanicd him to hi, 
lonely retreat, and with him a., a guide 

500,1 1 f °r d ,ands u P° n w hich they 
resoived to settle, then all th£e 
returned east of the mountains to 
make preparations Tor their removal 
into the wilderness. 


During their stay in the valley Mr 
McNccl wooed and won the heart and 
hand of a lady named Martha Davis. 
She was born in Wales in 1743, and at 
an early date had accompanied lier 
parents to Virginia. Now site prepared 
to go to the wilderness and share the 
toils and hardships of a pioneer home. 
The man to whom she had given the 
best affections of her heart was worthy 
of the trust. All tilings were gotten 
ready, the journey made and the final 
home was readied. A few acres of land 
were cleared, and then, Mr. McNccl 
remembered his duty to his God, and 
with his own hands reared a 
small log cabin in which his neighbors 
and himself might worship Him who 
heareth the ravens when they cry, and 
who watcheth over the wanderer in tlie 
wilderness or the mariner upon the 
ocean. This temple dedicated by its 
builder to the worship of the Builder 
of the Universe was called the White- 


Pole Church, and was, in all 
probability, the first ever erected west 
of the Alleghany mountains. 

At length Dunmore’s war broke out. 
and Mr. McNccl, together with his 
neighbors, the Kennisons, repaired to 
Camp Union, enlisted and 
accompanied General Lewis to Point 
Pleasant, where they participated in 
the bloody battle of October 10, 1774. 
During their absence a child of Mr. 
McNccl died, and the mother heroine 
ax she was. constructed a rude coilin, 
dug a narrow grave, and with her own 
hands laid tin- infant away to rest. 

The soldier* returned but not to 
iemain. Ha- struggle the 

Mol In Country and her Amcnew 
Colonic* ssas lapidly verging to a flW, 
and they at once crossed t* 
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name by which it has ever since been 
known to English and American 
geographers. 

THE MAN WHO 

FIRST CARRIED THE COMPASS 

IN THE GREENBRIER VALLEY. 

As before stated, was John Lewis, a 
brief notice of whom is here given. He 
was a native of Ireland, descended 
from a family of Huguenots, who took 
refuge in that kingdom from the 
bloody persecutions that followed in 
the wake of the assassination of Henry 
IV. of France. He inherited a 
considerable estate, which he increased 
by industry and frugality, until he 
became the lessee of a contagious 
property of considerable value. He 
married Margaret Lynn, daughter of 
tire Liard of Loch Lynn, who was a 
descendant of the chieftains of a once 
powerful clan in the Scottish 
Highlands. By this marriage he had Five 
sons, Thomas, Andrew. Samuel and 
William, born in Ireland, and Charles, 
the child of his old age. bom a few 
months after his settlement amid the 
mountains of West Augusta. John 
Lewis arrived in Virginia in 1730. and 
in 1733 located and built Fort Lewis a 
few miles below the present city of 
Staunton, on a stream which still bears 
his name. 


Like many others, his object was to 
obtain land, ami patents are still extant 
by which his majesty granted to him a 
large portion of the fair domain of 
Western Virginia. For many years after 
the settlement at Fort Lewis, amity 
and good will existed between the 
neighboring Indians and the white 
settlers, whose numbers increased 
apace until they became quite a 
formidable colony. Then it was that 
!*“ jealousy of their red neighbors 
% ou * d . and a wa, broke oul 
f 7 1001 ,hou f :h desperate 
iJhitT a "da c * lv "y° n the pari of the 
harhloi’ d J croc ">'- cunning and 
on fcpM.of the Indinas. 
eounltv l„J U .“" Cd ln an> ' a S c or 

• ii* part of leaders to the gallani 


Thomas, the oldest son. l a Ko^ J 
under a defect of vision 
disabled him as a marksman, and *2 
was, therefore, less efficient durine tE 
Indian war than his brethren. He «• 
however, a man of learning and souS 
judgment, and represented the count! 
of Augusta for many years in the houl 
of burgesses: was a member of 
Virginia convention which ratified tE 
constitution of the United States Jvj 
framed the constitution of Virgin^ 
and afterwards represented the count? 
of Rockingham in the general issemblv 
of Virginia. He had tour sons actively 
participating in the war of the 
Revolution, the youngest of who m 
bore an ensign’s commission when but 
fourteen years of age. 

Andrew, the second son, who was 
with hiA father at the mouth of Knapps 
creek in 1751. was a soldier in Colonel 
George Washington’s regiment during 
the French and Indian war. was at 
Braddock’s defeat, and the sieac and 
capitulation of Fort Necessity July 4, 
1754. He was twice wounded during 
the war; returned home and led the Big 
Sandy expedition to the Ohio river in 
1756; commanded the southern 
division of the Virginia army at Point 
Pleasant in 1774 (see History of the 
Virginias), and upon the breaking oul 
of the Revolution received and held a 
brigadier general’s commission until 
1780, when he resigned it and started 
home, but sickened and died of a fever 
in Bedford county, Virginia, when 
within forty miles of his home on the 
Roanoke. 

Samuel, the third son, too, was a 
soldier in the old French war; he 
commanded a company in 
Washington’s regiment, every one of 
his brothers serving under him. 
William, the fourth son, took an active 
part in the border wars, and was an 
officer in the Revolutionary arnr JX: 1 i*] 
which one of his sons was kilie 
and another maimed for life. When the 
British force under Tarleton drove the 
legislature from Charlottesville to 
Staunton, the stillness of the Sabbatn 
eve was broken in the latter town w 
the beat of the drum, and volunteers 
were called for to prevent the pa^F- 
of the British through the mountains^ 
Rock fish. The elder ^ 
mountains at Rockfish. The ekte . |h 
of William Lewis were tlicn absemw 
the northern army; three, no 
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carefully concealed from the English 
because of a superstition prevailing 
among the Indians to the effect that no 
harm could befall one whose true name 
was unknown. She was born about the 
year 1595. and early in life gave the 
strongest evidence of her friendship for 
the English. Every one is familiar with 
I be story of the rescue of Captain John 
Smith, and also of the frustration of 
the plot to cut off the colonists in 
1609, information of which was 
conveyed to Jamestown by 
Pocahontas. 

About the year 1612 she was paying 
a visit to Japazous, chief of the 
Potomac Indians. At the same time 
Captain Argali, a man of much 
shrewdness and executive force, but 
infamous for his dishonest practices, 
was cruising up the Potomac; he 
quickly saw the advantage the English 
would gain in their negotiations with 
Powhatan for the return of a Mr. 
Scrivener, then a prisoner held by him, 
if he could secure so valuable a hostage 
as the chiefs daughter. With a copper 
kettle he bribed Japazaus, the chief 
with whom lie was trading, and with 
whom she was staying, to entice her on 
board the vessel, when he detained her, 
much to the sorrow of the daughter of 
the wilderness, whose life had been 
hitherto as free as that of the wild 
animals of her native forest. To 
Jamestown, where she had often 
played as a child, and whither she had 
so often come as a friend, she was now 
carried a prisoner. When the old chief 
learned of the duplicity of the English, 
he, instead of entering into 
negotiations, at once prepared for war, 
but hostilities were averted by a 
remarkable event. This was notliing less 
than 

HER MARRIAGE TO JOHN ROLFE 

An Englishman, who appears to have 
been a widower, and who having 
become enamoured with her beauty, 
* lo,r a formal letter to the governor. 
™ Ehomat l>ale. |>ropoxing to convert 
to Chritltanity and then marry her. 
'*“* pieaaed I Ik old governor, und was 
1 M- in I’dwli.ilan. I lie 
m«uiugr plate at Jamestown, in 

*P**I, 1613, and was celebrated 

Io Hr riles of Hie English 

Itunli old i hi''I kmiI an untie of 

°i«hont«« anil two brothers to 


Km a hurnii rT ny * 41,(1 5000 after 
to hi, ^ ° f deer skim a* a present 
to his daughter and her husband 

Early in 1816 Rolfc and Pocahontas 
accompanied Sir Thomas Dak to 
England. Powhatan sent several Indian* 
over with then, one of w ho m >£s 
commissioned to court the English. 
The arrival of the Lady Rebecca, as 
Pocahontas was called after her 
marriage, produced a great sensation in 
England. Captain Smith introduced her 
to the nobility, and Lady Delaware 
presented her at court. In the 
meantime Rolfe was appointed 
secretary and recorder general of 
Virginia, and must therefore return to 
the banks of the James. They 
accordingly visited Brentford and other 
places ol note, and then repaired to 
Gravesend for the purpose of sailing to 
America; but while awaiting a ship, 
Pocahontas sickened and died of small 
pox (March, 1617), at the age of 
twenty-two. She left one son. who was 
educated by an uncle in London, and 
afterwards became a wealthy and 
distinguished character in Virginia, and 
from him some of tlie most prominent 
families of the Old Commonwealth 
trace their descent. 

EARLY SETTLEMENTS. 

The first white men witliin the 
present limits of the county were 
Jacob Marlin and Stephen Sewell, who, 
in the year 1749, reached tlio mouth of 
Knapps creek, and erected a cabin on 
the banks of Greenbrier river, on what 
has ever since been known as Marlins 
bottom, lying at the northern base of 
Marlins mountain. (For an extended 
account of their settlement, sec 
History of Greenbrier county, 
elscwlicrc found in this work.) 

The second white men who were on 
Greenbrier river were John Lewis and 
his son Andrew (afterwards General 
Lewis), who in 1751 came over as the 
agents and surveyors lor the Greenbrier 
land company, to which the British 
crown had granted 100.000 acres ol 
land to be located in the valley of 
Greenbrier river. It was at this time 
that the elder Lewis became cnUiigkd 
in tin- dense growth ol green briers 
which grew in the valley, and he 
declared that Ik* ^d ever after caU 
iIk’ stream upon the banks of which he 
wiu then summing Greenbrier nve.-a 
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of Pocahontas county, in the district 
called tlx- “Head of Greenbrier” 
whereupon lie and his bondsmen, 
William Slavans and Samuel llogsct, 
entered into a bond of $500, 
conditioned as the law directs. Cyrus 
Curry and Johnston Reynolds having 
obtained license to practice law in the 
inferior and superior courts of the 
commonwealth, were, upon their 
motion permitted to practice law as 
counsel or attorneys in the courts of 
this county. On motion the court then 
adjourned until 10 A.M. the next day. 

March 6th the court convened as 
per adjournment, all the justices 
present except Robert Gray. John 
Jordan who the day before had 
qualified as high sheriff, came into 
court and asked that his son Jonathan 
be appointed as his deputy, and the 
record says: “The court being of the 
opinion that tlie said Jonathan Jordan 
is a man of honesty, probity and good 
demeanor, and he is therefore 
permitted to qualify; 
whereupon he took the several oaths.” 
The court then proceeded to appoint 
overseers or surveyors of the various 
roads, completed and prospective 
within the county; an<T the names of 
those who thus assumed charge of the 
highways and thoroughfares 
through the mountains of what but a 
few- years before had been the wilds of 
West Augusta, were as follows: James 
CoUison, William Edmiston, John Hill 
John Cochran, Alexander Wadell, John' 
McNeel (Utile John), Robert Moore 
Marnn Dilky, Benjamin Arbogast,’ 
WBf 1 awp. William Hartman, and 
Joseph Wolfcnbarger. Robert Gay was 
then appointed commissioner of the 
whereupon he came inS 
SJ-J* William Cackly and 
' ohn . Baxter entered into a bond in tlic 

21 1 :? 00 ’ f *» *wch ^ u2k 

ru " oa,hl required by law 
0 JjL£° urt Ihen proceeded to 
w,un,y rnili, “. *5 a part of 

J i: I®*™” for II* 
Wall wiuum 


Moore, and Milbum Hughs 
Andrew G. Mathews, Ro£ r t 
Wmiarn Morgan William Youn^ 
James Rlica. for lieutenants -i, "I 1 
Slavcns, James Wanliss, Samuel’vi ac ° b 
and James Callison, lorcnsigm 
Then Ahraham McNeil 
recommended to the governor * 
suitable person to discharge the off. * 
of coroner for the county 1,5'“ 
was then granted to Travis W. pS-f 
to keep a house of entertainment m. 
thus became the first hotel propfiS 
in Pocahontas county. Then J a £,b W 
Mathews, Thomas Hill, John Slavcn< 
James Callison, WiUiam RlSn 
John Gilliland, WiUiam Cackkv 
Samuel Cummings, John Bradshaw 
Joseph Moore Patrick Burfec. Jan*,’ 
Waugh and James Sharp were S 
recommended as suitable persons to be 
appointed justices of peace, and the 
court having put both the civil and 
military machinery in complete 
running order, adjourned, and 
Pocahontas county entered upon her 
career as one of the integral factors of 
the “Old Dominion.” 

MAY TERM OF 1822 


This term convened at the house of 
John Bradshaw on the 7th day of the 
month, and the first grand jury that 
ever sat for the body of Pocahontas 
county was cmpanneled and sworn. It 
was composed of the following named 

F ersons: Samuel Dougherty, foreman: 

ohn Mooney, George Key, John 
Johnston, Joseph Freed, James Grimes, 
James Bridgcr, Samuel Waugh, Henry 
Ilerold, James Lewis, John Grimes, 
Morris Hughs, WiUiam Blair. Andrew 
Edmiston, Samuel llogsct. James 
McNeel, William McNeel, John Moore. 
Lanty Lockridge, Jonathan Griffin, 
and Abraham Scabord. After receiving 
their instructions they retired 
consider of their presen Intents;’ soon 
after they returned into court, having 
found two indictments, one agam* 
David H. Smith for assault and batter)- 
and another against Josiah Bean 
obstructing the public highway. 


SHE FOR WHOM 
THE COUNTY WAS NAMro 

Powhatan, king of tlx* eonfede 1 * ^ 
tribes ol Atlantic Virginia. He* ^ 
name was Matoka, but lb** 
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vilK-n this region shall have railroad 
-on ne cl ion with the commercial 
centers, then will it become a great 
Iron producing region and deposits of 
ivccllcnl ore will be developed, which 
ap.*s of the most active industry cannot 

exhaust. . 

The Greenbrier river lias its source 
m the extreme northern part, and 
Hows southwest, dividing the county 
two nearly equal parts. It is one of 
the most beautiful rivers which flow 
out from the AUcghanics. On the 
exstem side its principal tributaries arc: 
IX-cr creek. Thorny creek. Knapps 
creek. Beaver creek and laurel creek. 
Cochrans creek and Douthards creek, 
both named from early settlers upon 
their banks, arc tributaries of Knapps 
creek. Bui few small streams flow in 
from the west. Lcatherwood, Stony, 
and Stamping creeks the latter so 
called from the fact that vast herds of 
buffaloes formerly resorted 
thither-are the principal ones. In the 
west are several small streams forming 
the headwaters of Gauley and Elk 
rivers. Among those falling into the 
former are Cranberry river. North fork 
of Williams river, Mountain run, Beaver 
Dam creek. Days run (so called from 
an old pioneer). Laurel creek and Tea 
creek, the latter taking its name from 
the peculiar color of its waters. Of 
those flowing into the Elk. Burgoo and 
Spnng crocks arc the most prominent. 


formation of the county. 

It was in the month of March, in the 
year 1821, that the general assembly of 
Virginia passed a bill entitled “An act 
to provide for the formation of a new 
county out of parts of Bath, Pendleton 
and Randolph.” Section first of this 
bill defined the boundaries of the new 
county, the area of which was 760 
«H«rt mjJcv In 1824 the southern 
boundary line was changed, and 60 
miles was taken from 
^rtflbner. thus increasing the area to 
nukt. its present area. The same 
Tr|tl * i» declared that the new 
should he styled and known as 
‘*«»uoUs, mi memory of, and in 
* w Indian princess of that 
Anarhei ICC lion named the 

CS*J2! !H ,,ic Un * •« Which the 
-M «huuld he held 


THE FIRST COUNTY COURT. 

I n conformity with n,.. 
before-mentioned act. the first county 
™ u " for Pocahontas 

convened at the house of John 
Bwdshaw on the 5,h day of March*. 
18-.2, the day appointed for that 
purpose The following justices of Se 
P^ C ?' Cac * 1 Riding commons 
agnedI by his excellency. Thomas Mann 
Randolph, governor of the 
commonwealth, namch John Jordan 
R Poag ^ jr “ Janx ' 5 Tollman. 

Po ^ Benjamin 
ToUman, John Baxter and George 
Burner. John Baxter qualified the 
court, each member of which took the 
oath of office, the oath of fidelity to 
the commonwealth, the oath to 
support the constitution of the United 
States, and the oath against dueling. 
William Poag then in turn administered 
the several oaths to John Baxter, and 
the court was declared open for tin* 
transaction of such business as might 
properly come before it. 

John Jordan then presented a 
commission from the governor 
appointing him high sheriff of the 
county, after which he gave bond in 
the penalty of $30,000, with Abraham 
McNeel and Isaac McNeel xs his 
bondsmen, and took the several oaths 
prescribed by law. Josiah Beard was 
then appointed clerk of the court, and 
with Thomas Beard, George Poae and 
James Tollman entered into a bond of 
$3,000, took the oaths, and at once 
entered upon the discharge of his 
duties, and how well he performed the 
work let any one answer who has 
examined the early records of 
Pocahontas county. John Reynolds 
was then appointed attorney from the 
commonwealth. He at once took the 
oath, and began to look after the 
interests of the Old Dominion. Then 
Sampson L. Mathews was 
recommended “as a fit and proper 
person to execute the office of 
surveyor of lands." William Hughes wxs 
then appointed constable for the lower 
district on the Little Levels, it being 
the same baliwick in which the said 
William Hughs had served when it was 
a portion of Bath county, lie gave 
bond in the penalty of $500. with 
William McNeel and Robert 
Mi (Untuck as lus securities. Then 
lame* Cooper was appointed constable 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


GEOGRAPHY OF 
POCAHONTAS COUNTY. 


Pocahontas county lies in the 
extreme eastern portion of tlic State, 
and is the southernmost of what is 
known as the mountain tier of 
counties. It is bounded on the north by 
Randolph county: northeast, by 
Pendleton; cast and southeast, by 
Highland and Bath counties, in Old 
Virginia; south, by Greenbrier, and 
west by Greenbrier and Webster. The 
thirty-eighth parallel of north latitude 
bisects the second meridian west from 
Washington at a point near the tenter 
of the county, while Huntersville, the 
county-seat, is north 38de& 24sec 
and west 2deg. and 4min. 


__ t ] k ‘ surface is for the most part 
rough and mountainous. It is here that 
the traveler beholds lofty longitudinal 

ooinfnf^kT 0 fangcs ' lrendin fi to even- 
point of the compass, and as he stands 

fefLFi? U P° n thc spread out 
before him, lie experiences that feeline 
of sublimity which ever imprest thf 
^vclcr when the picture 

grandeur spread our before him, and 


the mind soars awuv -»mi a 
Him whose power reared^fc 11 * UfH> n 
masses around him an .t mtgh, v 
He who did it r a «' .C 

worlds to be." J 

Here is the culminating noim r 
Alleghany range; Mount 
nuks west of Hillsboro, andTJ ° Uf 
called Briery Knob. i s the KJ mcr, y 
® «» range, and its vmtZ? «>' 
highest land in West v£' * «'* 
the eastern boundarv u* 1, Alon f 
AUcghames proper. tn th£ J,7h Ch ,he 
Rich mountains. Cheat m harc, hc 
Middle mountains; in 

Whf anJ Blaefc f, ' K ' 

Wh'le in the south are <bc £*• 
mountains. Cranberrv Bcavc » 

^earei'g-g.'! 

SfifJsaSS 

SpSSSSS 

ar outrival the far-famed Iron 

Mountain and Pilot Knob of Missout, 
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